
History curriculum key vocabulary 
 

Year group Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 The Gunpowder Plot 

Catholic, gunpowder, Guy Fawkes, King 

James I, London, plot, Protestant 

Nurturing Nurses 

Battlefield, Crimean War, First World 

War, hospital, nurse, patients, soldier 

Travel and Transport 

Carriage, electric cars, motor, petrol, 

railway, steam engine, transport, travel 

Year 2 War and Remembrance 

Army, courage, front line, home front, 

poppy, remembrance, trenches 

The Great Fire of London 

Bakery, diary, fire engine, firefighter, 

rebuilt, river Thames, St Paul’s 

Cathedral, 17th century 

Significant Explorers 

Achievement, astronaut, equipment, 

expedition, explorer, polar, significant 

Year 3 The Railways 

Locomotive, nationalised, passenger, 

privatised, railroad, Rainhill Trials 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

Agriculture, archaeologist, hunter- 

gatherer, migration, monument, 

prehistoric, settlement, technology, tribe 

The Romans 

Citizen, Celts, conquest, emperor, 

empire, legion, rebellion, Roman Empire, 

tribe 

Year 4 Ancient Egypt 

Ancient, civilisation, Egypt, 

hieroglyphics, irrigation, the Nile, 

pharaoh, tomb 

Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 

Danegeld, exile, kingdom, outlawed, 

Pagan, pillaged, raid 

Riotous Royals 

Reign, Monarch, British monarchy, Magna 

Carta, rule, heir, Royal Family 

Year 5 Anglo-Saxon and Scots 

Angles, Christianity, invaders, kingdom, 

Pagan, Picts, Saxons, Scots 

Leisure and entertainment 

Broadcast, economy, entertainment, 

golden age, leisure, society, technology 

Ancient Greece 

Ancient, city state, civilisation, 

democracy, empire, legacies, myth 

Year 6 World War II 

Allies, atomic bomb, Axis Powers, 

evacuation, Nazi party, persecution, 
rationing 

Maya Civilisation 

Cacao beans, civilisation, codices, 

drought, jaguar, maize, scribes 
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