
Art and Design: Curriculum Overview for KS1&2 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Y1 

 Joan Miro/Colour 
Chaos 

This Colour Chaos unit will teach 
your children about choosing, using 

and mixing their own colours to 
create quality art work that shows 
progression in skills. The children 

will have the opportunity to explore 
the life and work of six key 

abstract artists and, working 
primarily in paint, to create pieces 

in a range of abstract styles. We 
will also delve into the Spanish 

Catalan artist, Joan Mirό, inspiring 
them with colour, fun, dreams, and 
nonsense as they create their own 

pieces of art. They will learn all 
about his Magical Realist paintings, 
drawing on their own experiences 

to create dream-like pictures about 
their own lives. 

Landscapes and 
Cityscapes 

In this Landscapes and Cityscapes 
unit your children will learn about 

the bright colours and bold 
brushstrokes used by the 

Impressionists, and other artists, 
when painting landscapes and 

cityscapes. They will be 
introduced to the work of Claude 

Monet, Vincent van Gogh, and 
Jean Metzinger. They will think 

about the similarities and 
differences between the work of 
the different artists, looking at the 
colours, painting styles, settings, 
and times of day. They will make 
paintings, drawings, and mosaic 
art, inspired by the three artists. 

 Nature Sulptures 
This 'Nature Sculptures' unit will 

teach your children about the 
concept of nature sculpture. The 

children will have the opportunity 
to learn about different kinds of 
nature sculptures and to explore 
the work of Andy Goldsworthy 

and other environmental artists. 
Each lesson in the unit focuses 
on a different technique using 

natural materials; model making, 
observational drawing, collecting 
material, ephemeral land art and 
group sculpture building. At the 

end of the unit children will 
create a multimedia collage to 
bring together and celebrate 

their work. 

 

 
Y2 

Fabricate 
In this unit children will learn about 
2 textiles techniques, weaving and 

wax-resist dyeing, making their 
own products using the 

techniques. Children will weave 
paper and other materials to 

create under the sea placemats, 
inspired by craftmakers around 
the world and the textiles artist 

Gunta St ¨olzl. Children will learn 
about the decorative art of Gustav 
Klimt before adding decoration to 
their placemats. They will then use 
their paper weaving skills to create 
beautiful handmade heart bags to 

give as a gift. Children will then 
learn about the use of traditional 
batik in Indonesia and around the 

world before designing and 
making their own batik coasters 
using wax resist sticks and dye. 

  Lowry/Sculpting 
This Lowry unit will teach 

children about 19th century 
painter LS Lowry. The children 
will have the opportunity to 
explore the life and work of 
Lowry and to learn about the 
industrial landscape that 
provided the subject of many 
of his paintings. Each lesson in 
the unit focuses on improving a 
key skill in art and design; 
comparing works of art, colour 
mixing, perspective, drawing 
figures, drawing buildings and 
scissor skills. In sculpting, 
children will be introduced to 
six sculptors: Children will 
make their own sculptures 
using a range of unusual 
materials: bread, recycled 
materials, boxes, plastic 
spoons, sugar cubes, and 
marshmallows. Children will 
learn about figurative and 
abstract sculptures, and think 
about shapes and materials. 

 Portraits 
This Portraits unit will teach 
about portraits, and use of 

different materials and 
techniques when making their 

own. The children will also have 
the opportunity to explore the 

work of Pablo Picasso, Paul Klee, 
Henri Matisse and Andy Warhol, 
and create artwork inspired by 

them. 



 
Y3 

Autumn 
This 'Autumn' themed lesson pack 

will teach the class about how 
to use pencil, colour, paint, 
print, collage and paper to 
create quality 

art work that shows progression 
in skills. The children will also 
have the opportunity to 
explore the work of several 
paintings of Autumn scenes, 
also works by Matisse and by 
Cezanne. The pack contains six 
lesson plans with their own 
Lesson Presentations, 
corresponding lesson 
resources, two home learning 
tasks, challenge cards and a 

pack of fact cards. 

 European Artists 
This ‘European Art’ unit will teach 

your class about how to draw 
broken buildings, paint on the 

ceiling, create abstract ‘cut 
ups’,make shape houses, draw 
with a rubber, make paper hats 

and make moustaches to create 
quality artwork that shows 

progression in skills. The children 
will also have the opportunity to 
explore the work of European 

artists Anselm Kiefer, 
Michelangelo, Salvador Dali and 

Rembrandt, architect Le Corbusier 
and designer Coco Chanel. 

 Insects 
This Insects unit will teach your 

children about how to use pencil, 
colour, mosaic design, puppet 

making and sculpture to create 
quality artwork that shows 

progression in their skills. The 
children will also have the 

opportunity to explore the work 
of a range of ‘Insect’ artists, in 

particular, Louise Bourgeois and 
Jennifer Angus. 

 

 
Y4 

Fruit and Vegetables 
This Fruit and Vegetable unit will 
teach about how to use pencil, 
colour, paint, clay peppers and 

textiles to create quality art work 
that shows progression in their 

skills. The children will also have the 
opportunity to explore the work of 

the designer, Carl Warner, 
textile artist, Michael Brennand-

Wood and Italian painter, 
Caravaggio. The pack contains six 

lesson plans with their own 
lesson presentations, corresponding 
lesson resources, two home learning 
tasks, challenge cards and a pack of 

fact cards. 

 Bodies 
This ‘Bodies’ themed unit will 

teach your children about how to 
use 

pen, charcoal, felt tip, make 
maquettes, make paper clothes 

and 
sculpt Giacometti-inspired models 

to create quality artwork that 
shows progression in skills. The 

children will also have the 
opportunity to explore the work 

of ‘Bodies’ artists Julian Opie, 
Alberto Giacometti and Henry 

Moore. 

 British Art 
This ‘British Art’ unit will teach 
your class how to use a range 
of media for making portraits: 

how to make ‘sensory’ 
boxes, create abstract ‘cut ups’, 

tell stories in pictures 
and write memory postcards to 

create quality artwork 
that shows progression in skills. 

The children will also 
have the opportunity to explore 

the work of British 
artists Thomas Gainsborough, 

Lucian Freud, Howard Hodgkin, 
Anish Kapoor, Paula Rego and 

Sonia Boyce. 

 

 
Y5 

North America 
This ‘North American Art’ unit will 
teach your children about how to 
draw the other half of a famous 
image, make collage landscapes, 

create body abstracts, make 
‘building block’ houses, draw 

patterned skulls and be an artist’s 
model to create quality artwork 
that shows progression in skills. 
The children will also have the 

opportunity to explore the work of 
American artists John Singer 

Sargent, Helen Frankenthaler, 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Mary 

Cassatt, architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright and photographer Ansel 

. Plants and Flowers 
This Plants and Flowers unit will 
teach your child about how to 
use pencil, colour, Hapa Zome 
printing, sculpture and paper 

modelling to create quality art 
work that shows progression in 
their skills. The children will also 
have the opportunity to explore 

the work of India Flint, Alexander 
Calder, David Oliveira and Henri 

Rousseau. 

 Wildlife Birds 
This 'Wildlife' themed lesson 

pack will teach your class about 
how to use pencil, white pencil, 
print, make clay tiles and model 
to create quality art work that 
shows progression in skills. The 

children will have the 
opportunity to explore the work 

of the sculptor, Brancusi, and 
the paper designer, Richard 

Sweeney. The pack contains six 
lesson plans, with their own 

lesson presentations, 
corresponding lesson resources, 

two home learning tasks, 
challenge cards and a pack of 

 



Adams. fact cards. 

 
Y6 

Seaside 
This ‘The Seaside’ unit will teach 
your class how to use pen and 

colour, how to print, weave and 
make lanterns to create quality 

artwork that shows progression in 
skills. The children will also have 

the opportunity to explore the work 
of ‘The Seaside’ artists Alfred 

Wallis and Hokusai. 

 South and Central 
America 

This ‘South American Art’ unit 
will teach about how to make 
clay monkeys, make picture 
puzzles using symbols, make 

dream catchers, draw an 
important person, create a 

collage and make traditional 
drums to create quality artwork 
that shows progression in skills. 
The children will also have the 

opportunity to explore the 
work of South American artists 

Frida Khalo, Joaquin Torres 
Garcia, Leonora Carrington, 

Diego Rivera, Beatriz Milhazes 
and Carlos Paez Vilaro. 

 Egypt 
This Ancient Egypt unit will 

teach your class about how to 
use a pencil, pen and charcoal, 

how to make clay faces and 
model in paper and papier 

mache to create quality art work 
that shows progression in their 

skills. 
The children will also have 
the opportunity to explore 

the work of Leger, Hockney 
and a photograph taken by 

Man Ray. 

 

 


